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BRADLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

The Bradley Beacon

Our Mission: To make disciples for Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

(Matthew 28:18-20)

srantey PASTOR

Seeking Clarity in God’s Purposes

“...I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophe-
Sy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions.”

(Joel 2:28b
- NRSV)

It has become clear to me in now 15 years of pastoral leadership that a church is a
complex organism. Think about Bradley. There are 200+ of us trying to express our
individual calling from God based on the variety of gifts we have been given, or try-
ing to understand our gifts and how God is calling us to deploy them. Complexity is
sometimes the enemy of clarity. Yet, even as complex as this becomes, | hope we
all continue dreaming dreams, and experiencing visions of who God is calling us to
be as a church.

| think it should be crystal clear by now that my vision for my calling and for Bradley
as a church is focused externally on sharing the hope of the Gospel as we serve
our community in love. | see myself as not a “Senior Pastor” or even anymore as a
“Lead Pastor” | see myself as a “Community Pastor” or a pastor to our community.
What this means is that | continue to look for ways to spend time with people in our
community, especially those who are not yet churched or have become
dechurched. As one who was dechurched for many years, and whose return to the
church profoundly transformed my life, | want to share that gift of God with others,

“ . .faithfully administering God’s grace in its various forms.”  Refier 4:10b — NIV)

What may not be as clear to some is my vision for the care and development of our
existing congregation. It should go without saying, but | will say it anyway; | have
every intention of leading our congregation in providing excellence in all the basic
functions of being a church. That means we will provide outstanding member care,
brilliant and diverse worship, exceptional hospitality and superb discipleship devel-
opment. These basic functions must be in place for us to even to begin dreaming
about doing incarnational, missional ministry in our community.

To a great extent excellence in these basic functions rests with you as the people
of our congregation. Outstanding member care begins with loving one another and
paying close attention to those who are hurting. Brilliant and diverse worship be-
gins with your presence and full participation. Exceptional hospitality begins with
your invitations, your warm welcome and the development of relationships with our
guests. Superb discipleship development begins with your prayers for each other
and your participation in a small group.

| think it is important to remember that in Acts 6 when the Hellenist Christians com-
plained that their widows were being neglected, the apostle’s response was to as-
sign others to attend to that need actually saying, “It is not right that we should ne-
glect the word of God in order to wait on tables.” (Acts 6:2b — NRSV) Similarly, you
will likely not see all of these basic functions of the church included in our strategic
ministry plans, but be not afraid, as we continue to press toward increasing our ex-
ternal focus, we will allow none of them to be neglected!

May your heart be always at peace,

Pastor Dave Scifres



Rev. Linda’s Corner

Journaling as a Spiritual Practice

Steve and | have saved daily journals from
both of our grandmothers. These journals are
sweet little treasures that describe their daily activi-
ties and give us insight into another time and place.
| also have a nine-month journal where our daugh-
ter Kim recorded her thoughts and feelings before
our grandson Jacob was born. After that, Kim was
too busy and too tired to continue journaling. In the
1950's and 60's, nearly every teenage girl in Ameri-
ca kept a diary. You know the kind I'm talking
about; those little diary books with a lock and key
that could be used to keep nosy family members
from peeking inside.

The history of journaling can be traced back to
the invention of writing, and has always allowed us
to keep a unique record of our personal lives
whether we choose to write in a corner of our bed-
room, at the kitchen table, at a favorite window, or
out in nature after an evening walk.

The type of journal we keep will change over
time as our lives and circumstances change. The
travel log journal acts as a road map of special trips
to remember. The theme journal is good when we
are planning a wedding or remodeling the house. |
have saved the wedding planner journal that tells
the story of what Kim and | and many others did to
make a beautiful wedding happen. The cathartic
journal allows us to release our wounded emotions
and anger that can build up over time. The grati-
tude journal has been popular for several years,
and the newest trend is the computer journal. |
think | would miss my favorite pen and paper, but
I'm just old school.

It's the spiritual kind of journaling that | am
most interested in for us here at Bradley. All the dif-
ferent types of journals I've mentioned can become
spiritual journals when our journal writings begin
with a willingness to let God be a part of our various
life experiences. Spiritual journaling creates the
space to write out our prayers, examine our daily
lives, deepen our relationship with God and others,
and discover God's next mission for our lives. Joel
2: 13 invites us to return to the Lord for he is gra-
cious and merciful. With our spiritual journal in
hand, we can return to former entries and renew
our memory. | truly believe that the spiritual journal
is a holy place for exploring our faith issues, our
personal struggles, and our doubts and fears. It's
also a place to find a new sense of self awareness
and a clearer view of God's presence with us and in
us.

| love to look back and reread my daily

thoughts and feelings, and remember that God is
leading me through the ups and downs of life. | love
to see how over time, | have changed and grown.
Remember, the intention of journaling is to record
and save the moment, which then can offer the
possibility of returning and reconnecting with a
word or phrase you need to hear again.

Covered in Cobwebs

| had cataract surgery in June. Now | see
cobwebs everywhere. | am not sure if this is a big
year for spiders or if my improved vision has al-
lowed me to see the little webs all over. | feel like
it might be a reflection on my inattention to house-
work.

Similarly, we have cobwebs in our hearts
and mind. A web develops when we get hooked
on a TV series. Another web develops when we
watch or play golf all the time (or bridge or bingo).
Eventually, various webs take over life and we be-
come less committed to our faith, to our relation-
ship with the Lord; we slack on daily devotions,
Bible reading, prayer.

We need to take the broom to our daily lives
and clean out the webbing connecting us to things
we don’t need, that are interfering with our faith
development. More important than shopping or
Pinterest or Facebook is listening to God, reading
the Word. | believe the most important thing in life
is your relationship with God, then health, then
family. When we make time for these, the cob-
webs go away. “Whatever work you have to do,
either in speech or action, do everything in the
name of the Lord Jesus.” Colossians. 3:17
God loves you and so do |.

Lyn O’Neal

FAMILY LIFE

It is so hard to believe that summer is over! It
was such a fun summer and it's sad to see it
over. Family Life ended the summer with our
first End of Summer Bash! We had a wonderful
time! | want to thank everyone who helped and
all the families that came. It was a great way to
celebrate the end of summer and the begin-
ning of another school year as we visited with
Bradley Preschool families. Then the beginning
of August we had a great time celebrating our
Sunday School program and the awesome vol-
unteers! Since | started at Bradley just over 2
years ago we only had one children’s Sunday
school class and now we have four classes!
Each Sunday we have anywhere from three to
five kids in each class and have a total of 25
kids coming to Sunday School. As if that is not
enough to celebrate we also got to give out 20
Bibles! What a blessing! Praise God!

Our leaders are awesome and really have
a servant’s heart. This program could not hap-
pen without all of you! Thank you for your pray-
ers and support. If you are interested in joining
our team please let Heather know. We are al-
ways looking for more people to help in the
classrooms and even substitutes. | would ask
that you continue to pray for the leaders, stu-
dents and how God might use you with the
next generation. Maybe being a Sunday
School leader is your calling! Please join us at
our next meeting, September 17, 2108 at 7pm.

Heather Cress
Family Life Leader
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Preschool News
On August 20" Bradley Community Preschool
kicked off the 2018-2019 school year with 58 stu-
dents. At this time our Prekindergarten and 4s clas-
ses are full we still have a few openings in the
Tuesday and Thursday 3s program. If you know of
anyone looking of a preschool opportunity. Special
thanks go to the church angels that showed up to
help Mrs. Vahle pull everything together before Par-
ent Orientation. Our Preschool Teachers are awe-
some. They not only had the school well prepared
and ready, they also had the children laughing and
enjoying their first days of school. Bradley Pre-
school’s annual visit from Kasey the Fire Dog is an
annual event we enjoy every September. We are
fortunate to have Jeff Owens and his dogs from the
Kasey Program visit us each year to teach our 4s
and Prekindergarten's about fire and life safety
skills. Jeff is a retired Indianapolis firefighter/
paramedic. As a part of Wayne Township Fire De-
partment Search and Rescue, he has trained black
Labrador Retrievers which he also uses as therapy
dogs and to demonstrate the safety skills Jeff
teaches. The children love the dogs and remember
what they learn. Through this and the sponsorship
of Koorsen Fire and Security, the Kasey Program
reaches 400, 000 children annually. We feel privi-
leged to be a part of it. -
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The Mission Field at Our Feet
Thank you for your generous contributions to Faith Promise! Over $30,000 has been pledged since Faith
Promise Sunday (May 6). During the months ahead we will keep you informed as your contributions are
shared with the local, national and international missions. Our first contribution was made recently to Love
INC, we will be a gold sponsor ($500) of their “Love Runs Deep” 5K run/walk on Sept 22. Love INC is a part-
nership of churches in Hancock County that serves as a clearinghouse and resource for those in need within
our community. We share the same vision — a community transformed by faith. During the summer months,
the adult Sunday School class led by Ann Vail invited several local organizations to meet with us to share
their mission and needs. Greenfield is most fortunate to have these organizations that serve as a resource
for those in need, but just as importantly give us the opportunity to serve! We will be contributing financially
to these organizations and will also support them with our prayers and service. Here are just a few of the
needs that you could serve right now! Love INC needs volunteers to answer the phone for their clearing-
house, the food pantry can use volunteers to help unload trucks and stock shelves, the Landing needs coun-
selors, Talitha Kuom needs volunteers to be trained in counseling and mentoring, Hope House needs volun-
teers to sort donations for their thrift store, and the Soup Kitchen needs food donations. This is only a partial
list, if you have an interest in serving any of these organizations, call them directly or contact the church of-
fice.
Local organizations have also been supported through our Community Life Team under Sue True’s leader-
ship. Some the activities of this team include serving meals at the Soup Kitchen and the Landing, Community
Service Day, Chocolate Walk, Trunk or Treat, Back to School Bash, Riley Days, and Habitat for Humanity.
You can count on several more opportunities to serve in “The Mission Field at Our Feet” through this team
and the information given to us this summer by local organizations. Your efforts will be a blessing to others
and you will also be blessed by following the instructions Jesus gave us to “serve others” .
With so many needs and ways to serve, how can we as a church and individuals decide? We must listen for
God’s direction, He told us that we each have unique and valuable role in His Kingdom. Prayer is essential as
our teams guide us toward actions that best fit and challenge us as a church.
Gerry Smith
Faith Promise Chair




Homeless Guidelines
Bradley United Methodist Church

Background:

Bradley United Methodist Church has seen an increase in the presence of our homeless population. This
situation is likely impacted by CSX Railroad’s closure of the areas that that some portion of the homeless
populated on the East side of Indianapolis. The open availability of our guest wireless, electric outlets out-
side and the shelter of our vestibules have made us an advantageous location for homeless to congregate.

Current Response:

Our response has been to attempt to balance Biblical compassion, with adequate attention to issues of
safety and security. It should be noted that these two issues are by nature in conflict with each other to
some degree. At no time have homeless people been told it is alright to sleep or “hangout” in our vestibules.
During conversations with these folks it has been made clear that Bradley UMC'’s facility is in operation from
7:00am — 11:00pm, 7 days a week, and it is never alright to be on our property during those hours. With few
exceptions we have stuck to this guideline.

Ongoing Plan:

It should be recognized that homelessness is an “adaptive issue” for our community. This means there is no
clear solution to the problem today. It should also be clear that homelessness presents an opportunity for
the broader church community in partnership with our various helping agencies. Our Office Manager, Ash-
ley Bridges has passion and energy for this ministry opportunity, and is working toward understanding the
current efforts of various organizations, and how we might intentionally close the gaps that may exist.

Until then, we call on all leadership of the church and members who are comfortable with this to help us live
into our guidelines by asking any homeless people to leave our property when you come upon them, and
remind them of our operational hours. It is never acceptable for our guests or preschool families to encoun-
ter loitering homeless folks as they enter our building. As no one is at our facility 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week, we need your help in moving people along.

Other measures will be discussed by the Bradley Board and the Community Leadership Team and imple-
mented as we deem necessary.

Sunday School Themes for August
Youth (6™ — 1 2 grade)

Nursery Elementary
(0-3 yrs old) and (1 = 5" grade)
Preschool (3 yrs -K)
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Memory Verse: W
Work at everything you do with F
all your heart. Work as if you #
were working for the Lord. #
Colossians 3:23A NIRV

A Big Chocolate Kiss!

C@b&“ ' The Community Life Team would like to extend a big thank you to all those who helped
with the success of the Chocolate walk. We had volunteers on Thursday prepping the
sundae cups and then on Friday there were more volunteers: setting up, serving, hosting

and cleaning up!! A special thank you goes to Chris Gordon, who played the organ. It
definitely adds to the atmosphere. As an added bonus this year, we won the People’s Choice
Award!! This is a traveling trophy that we will keep for one year. As good as the Sundaes are, it is
the genuine hospitality of all of you that makes the chocolate walk a true outreach to our communi-
ty. Again, thank you for sharing the love of Jesus with the community. For those of you who
missed out, mark your calendar for next year, August 9, 2019!



HILLTOPPERS

Hilltoppers will meet Thursday September
13 at 11:30am at Bamboo Gardens in
Greenfield and Thursday October 11 at
11:30 am at the Bluebird in Morris-

town. Contact Kathy McCorkle @ 317-446-
4136 for information.
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Interested in participating in Outreach to
Serve our Community in Love? The Com-
munity Life Team needs YOU (and so does
our community). There are plenty of service
projects throughout the year including:

1 assisting with the Community Easter Egg
Hunt and Trunk or Treat

1 Serving breakfast at Kenneth Butler Soup
Kitchen

1 Preparing and serving a meal at The
Landing

1 Serving at The Chocolate Walk

1 Participating in Community Service Day -
outside or on Card Brigade

Have ideas for Community Projects? Con-
tact Sue at barbettasue@gmail.com or be
part of the Team.

Meals on Wheels—September
9 /-@<athy Medved & Deborah Smith
9 / 4 Bill & Lee Wrchota

9 / 2 Bhirley & Bill Trumbo
9 / 2 Bill Smith

Gr eatber
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& Hancock County Church
Saturday, September 22, 2018

9:00 AM Start, 9:15 Kid’s Dash (12& under) 9:30
5K FREE T-Shirt & SLING BAG with Goodies for
ages 13 and up Prices: $25, 12 and Under-
FREE, Team of 5- $100 Greenfield Courthouse
Plaza & Pennsy Trail Online

registration is available at

www.loveinc-ghc.org or 317-468-6300

FREE CHURCH EXPO TO FOLLOW WITH

FOOD, GAMES, FACE PAINTING& MORE!

BIRTHDAY CARD SHOWER

FOR MARGARET SMITH

Join Us to
The prayer group will meet on Septemnber
4th at 10 a.m. and on September 20th at
1:30 p.m. Everyone is invited to join us to
prayer with and for one another. We are a
group that welcomes all and would love
your company. Mark your calendar!

Life is fragile, handle with
prayer.

Margaret will turn 103 on Oct. 1st. Please send
Margaret birthday wishes. Her address is Aspen
Trace Healthcare, Heritage Court,3154 S. Road

[135 (apt. 613 A), Greenwood, IN 46143 Small

group leaders, please have your members sign and
send a card to add to our card shower.

Upcoming Events in 2018 to Serve in Love:

2nd Wednesday monthly - The Landing Sup-
pers - Prep and/or Serve

Sept. 22nd - Serve Breakfast at Kenneth But-
ler Memorial Soup Kitchen

Oct. 27th- Communlgl Service Work day - 1)
outside and 2) Card Brigade

Oct. 31st - Community Trunk or Treat

Nov. 10th- Serve Breakfast at Kenneth Butler
Memorial Soup Kitchen



http://www.loveinc-ghc.org
mailto:barbettasue@gmail.com
https://maps.google.com/?q=3154+S.+Road+135+(apt.+613&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=3154+S.+Road+135+(apt.+613&entry=gmail&source=g
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Bradley UMC, Meeting Schedule, bradleypreschool@gmail.com Sep 2018 (Eastern Time - New York)
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri S5at _
28 27 28 29 ELT [21] o
Bam - Beacon 9am - Beacon 10am - Crafis 9am - HEARTS 12pm - Jim Dandy | 1pm - Lifetouch- Sam - Lifetouch-
B:30am - Tradition | 6:30pm - CLT 10am - Ladies Tpm - Choir T:30pm - Al-Anon Tpm - Bradley At
9:45am - Sunday T:30pm - NA
11am - Blended
N KN 2] 2 (6 L &
Bam - Beacon ﬁu Preschool due ] 10am - Crafis 9am - HEARTS 3's School ] 4's and Pre-K's ] 6:30pm - Euchre
B:30am - Tradition | 6:30pm - Waolf 10am - Prayer ipm - Angels 12pm - Jim Dandy
H:453am - Sunday Tpm - Men's Book | 3:30pm - Tiger Tpm - Choir T:30pm - Al-Anon
11am - Blended T:30pm - NA Tpm - Preschool
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Bam - Beacon 6:30pm - Board 10am - Crafis 9am - HEARTS B:30am - Pres. B:30am - Pres.
B:30am - Tradition T:30pm - NA dpm - The 11:30am - Hilltop
H:453am - Sunday Tpm - Choir 12pm - Jim Dandy
11am - Blended T:30pm - Al-Anon
KLI KL KLI KL (20 Eil 2z
Bam - Beacon G:30pm - Lion Den | 10am - Crafits 9am - HEARTS 12pm - Jim Dandy Gam - BUMC
B:30am - Tradition | 6:30pm - Wolf S3:30pm - Tiger 1pm - Angels 1:30pm - Prayer 2pm - Berkshire
H:453am - Sunday Tpm - Community | T:30pm - NA Tpm - Choir T:30pm - Al-Anon
11am - Blended Tpm - Community
Tpm - Family Life
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Bam - Beacon 9am - Beacon 10am - Crafis 9am - HEARTS 12pm - Jim Dandy HSam - S5L1 Meeting
B:30am - Tradition | 10:30am - UMW 10am - Ladies Tpm - Choir T:30pm - Al-Anon
9:45am - Sunday G:30pm - CLT T:30pm - NA
11am - Blended
EL 1 Z 3 EN 5 L
Bam - Beacon G:30pm - Wolf 10am - Crafis 9am - HEARTS Tuttle's Field Trip ] Bradley parking ] Bradley parking ]
B:30am - Tradition | Tpm - Men's Book | 10am - Prayer ipm - Angels 12pm - Jim Dandy | Tuttle's Field Trip ]
H:453am - Sunday 3:30pm - Tiger Tpm - Choir T:30pm - Al-Anon
11am - Blended T:30pm - NA Tpm - Preschool




Breakfast at Kenneth Butler Memorial Soup Kitchen

Sat - 9/22/18 - We will be serving breakfast at the Kenneth Butler Memorial Soup Kitchen. Here's
an excellent opportunity to serve our community in love. There will be 2 shifts; 1) 6 am - 9 am to
prepare and serve breakfast and 2) 9 am - noon - serve and clean up. Call the church office or e-
mail Kathy Book at kbook@simon.com to be a part of the team. This can be a missional way to
get to know the needs of folks in our community. Plan to join us for breakfast that morn-

ing. Serving from 8 am - 11 am. Join us for a terrific way to start your day for those in need!

Love INC - Seeking Volunteers

Love In The Name of Christ is seeking volunteers for the Clearinghouse. With Christmas fast ap-
proaching, we expect it to be very busy with God doing a lot of wonderful things. Hours for the
Clearinghouse are Monday through Friday, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm. In the very near future, the plan
is to change the Clearinghouse hours from 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm ONE DAY PER WEEK.

If you are able to help and you feel the Lord is calling you to serve Him through Love INC, please
contact Michelle at (317) 468-6300 or michelle@loveinc-ghc.org.

There are multiple ways to serve here at Love INC, which include providing transportation, build-
ing ramps, helping our Furniture Ministry pick up and deliver furniture, as well as other opportuni-
ties. There is nothing more amazing than seeing God at work, changing lives every day!

GriefShare Group

Tuesday evenings - 6 pm - 8 pm - August 28 - November 20

St. James Lutheran Church - 1741 S. State Street, Greenfield

Co-leader - Sylvia Borden - stigs@hotmail.com - (317) 402-5741

GriefShare is a network of 12,000 + churches world wide equipped to offer grief support

groups. The grogram is non-denominational and features biblical concepts for healing from your
grief. Learn more about GriefShare at www.griefshare.org.

Upcoming Events in 2018 to Serve in Love:

2nd Wednesday monthly - The Landing Suppers - Prep and/or Serve - Contact Kathy Locke or
Sue True

9/22 - Serve Breakfast at Kenneth Butler Memorial Soup Kitchen (Serve 6 am - 11 am) Eat Break-
fast 8 am - 11 am.

10/27 - Community Service Work day - 1) Outside yard clean up and 2) Card Brigade at the
church

10/31 - Community Trunk or Treat

11/1 - Operation Christmas Child

11/10 - Serve Breakfast at Kenneth Butler Memorial Soup Kitchen (Serve 6 am - 11 am) Eat
Breakfast 8 am - 11 am.

Church-wide Study - Make a Difference!
Coming September 9 - October 14

In Make a Difference, author James A. Harnish helps us answer the questions "How
can | contribute to God's healing work in this world?"; and "How can | find my place to
serve and make a difference?" Drawing upon biblical wisdom and real stories of real
people who have found their place to serve, he provides practical guidance to help eve-
ry disciple make a difference as a participant in God's transformation of the world.

Join us during the 6-week church-wide event that will include: Launch Luncheon - Sun-
day, August 29, The_Makes A Difference companion book to read along with the study
which will be available for $5. 6-week sermon series connected to the weekly theme of
the study 6-week study for small groups to deepen the study of how we can “Make A
Difference” .Small groups will be formed specifically for this 6-week study and all are
encouraged to participate in a small group for this study. Sign up for small groups and
book purchase will begin August 17th. Join us to Make A Difference!



mailto:kbook@simon.com
mailto:michelle@loveinc-ghc.org
mailto:stjgs@hotmail.com
http://www.griefshare.org/

Bradley United Methodist Church
210 W. Main Street
Greenfield, IN 46140097

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Phone: 31462-2662
Fax: 31-462-3211
Email: info@bradleyumc.org
Website:
www.Bradleyumc.org
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